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PoLitvicAalL. 


ne following observations are extracted from an article jpn’ 
“ : Bharat Mihir of the 22nd June Wade 
a, What the people want; what they wish to be carried away by that mighty charm 
misc ay with which the noble-minded Mazzini resugcita. 
ted Italy, or with the aid of which Washington founded a new vast Republic 
across the Pacific. Of the materials needed to achieve the grand task of 
independence, what have we? Do we possess that heart—the gush 
fountain of patriotism; that divine unity which, in its invulnerablenesg, 
scorns death ; that arm made of adamant, or that breast firm as the Himalayas, 
We do not ask for independence ; we know that we do not deserve it. Noy 
are we desirous at present of obtaining under the @gzs of England a free 
Parliament for our country, because we yet lack the necessary education, 
experience, sympathy, self-respect, and above all patriotism. Again, we do 
not cherish the extravagant hope of filling the viceregal throne of India. 
Let Englishmen continue to wear the crown that adorns the head of pro- 
vincial Governors, and let them continue to be appointed to the command of 
the victorious Indian army. Such aspirations would be extravagant in our cage, 

What we do want is that India skould be governed in the interests 
of the people of India; that the fundamental principles of the Indian 
administration should, in their effects, prove beneficial to the natives of the 
country and not to those of England; that the disgrace of color and subjec- 
tion should not impair our merit in the estimation of the rulers ; and that 
the actions of Government should not be allowed to become as unintelli- 
gible to us as the Vaidik dialect. "We have no sympathy for a Government 
which, like that of Lord Lytton, would be enveloped in an impenetrable 
mystery. We desire to know clearly, if not before certainly after their 
accomplishment, the intentions of Government. Wedo not wish tobe 
any more disappointed after having, as in the case of the mountain giving 
birth to a mouse, cherished high expectations ; nor do we wish to witness 
again the spectacle of all justice being trampled under foot, and the 
utterances of Government losing in their importance, which we witnessed 
when Lord Lytton’s administration imposed the License-tax. What we 
want is that we should be able to trust and be trusted in return. And in 
conclusion, may we not, although but in our infancy in the world of politics, 
and not yet gifted with full powers of articulation, express a hope that some- 
thing will be done to make our plaintive notes heard in England; and that 
even one seat will be allowed to the natives of India in Parliament? Such 
expectations would be considered absurd and unintelligible under Maho- 
medan rule; but under the Government of a nation which has at an 
immense cost abolished slavery, and is the champion of liberty, they will not 
be certainly regarded in that light. 

2. The Medini, of the 23rd June, contains an article on Afghan 
affairs, headed “ A snake with a mole in its 
throat.” We give below the substance of 
the Editor’s observations :—The British Government has been put to great 
embarrassments by its unwise interference in the affairs of Afghanistan. lt 
finds it cannot subdue the Afghans, although they have been repeatedly 
defeated in open battle. The position of the invaders is like that of a besieged 
army, and they are seeking an opportunity of retiring from.the country. But 
this course does not appear to bean easy one. There is the fear of loss of 
prestige; and secondly, a fear that the peace of India would be seriously 
threatened if Afghanistan were left in a state of anarchy. The alternative 
course, namely a permanent annexation of the country, would involve a 
ruinous expenditure, while not bringing the British Government any com- 
mensurate advantage. The present Ministry, however, have resolved upon 8 


Afghan affairs. 
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licy of withdrawal, and the only difficulty that arises in this connection is 
the state in which Afghanistan would be left when the British army retired 
therefrom. In this matter, the Liberal Ministry are not prepared to com- 
letely reverse the policy of their predecessors, and would seem to be opposed 
to the recall of Yakub Khan, who is now a prisoner. Yakub, however, is the 
only man who is able to restore order in the distracted country, and there is 
every reason to hope that, convinced as he has been of the power of the 
British Government, he will neither have the courage nor the desire to act 
ainst it. 
bs 8. The following remarks are extracted from the Samdlochak of the 
25th June :—By holding out the inducement 
of titles, Government has demoralized not a 
few persons in this country. As these titles 
are not usually obtained without licking the feet of the Government 
officers, it follows that most of the recipients thereof are extremely worthless 
creatures, the greater part of whose life is spent in conciliating the former. 
The country does not gain, but suffers from the presence of these men; 
and it is necessary the public should mark its sense of contempt for them. 
Just as a dog is tamed by offering it meat, so some men in this country are 
being influenced by the grant of titles. The secret of Moulvi Abdul 
Luteef’s obtaining the title of Nawab has at length been found out. The 
title was offered him by Lord Lytton as a bribe to obtain an address from 
the small section of the Mahomedan community with which the Moulvi 
is associated. ‘The Moulvi has had the impudence to say in the address 
that the Mahomedans of India approve of the Afghan war—a plain untruth, 
capped only by Lord Lytton’s saying that the Mahomedans are the most 
loyal race in India. 
4, The Sddhdrant, of the 27th June, remarks that it has always 
Dt deprecated the undue exultation which 
certain sections of the pepole in _ this 
country displayed at the victory of the Liberal party atthe late elections. 
The people of India should not mix themselves up with any one of the great 
political parties in England, but must be prepared to. show their grati- 
tude to that party which did them any good. This course is attended by 
obvious advantages—one of which is that it makes impossible extreme disap- 
pointment, which generally follows high hopes, entertained without sufficient 
grounds. ‘The Liberals have returned to power, but the Afghan war has not 
been terminated; nor have the Arms Act and the Press Act been repealed. 
It is said that the Marquis of Ripon, before leaving England, observed in the 
course of an interview with Mr. Lethbridge that he would not make any 
changes in the measures of Government, but seek to satisfy all parties. 
His Lordship would indeed be a clever magician if he could succeed in 
doing this. The people of India have no concern with the religious creed 
of the new Viceroy, but would expect that he will not follow a policy of 
_ Compromises, for this will doubtless lead to reverses. Himself a Liberal, he 
should show a liberal spirit in his public measures. He will have to repeal the 
Arms Act, and Act IX of 1878, and abolish the office of Press Commissioner ; 
while bringing to a termination the ruinous Afgban war. 
0. The Som Prakdsh, of the 28th June, hopes that the Marquis of 
Ripon will fully appreciate the difficulties of 
his position, and strive to follow an honest 
and straightforward policy. He should be 
able to ascertain the true value of the advice which his counsellors, of which 
there would be many, might give him. No other Viceroy perhaps ever 
assumed office weighted with so heavy responsibilities. The very atmosphere 
of Indian public life is demoralizing, and it behoves His Excellency 
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to be constantly on his guard. He should see everything with. hi, 
own eyes, and hear with his own ears. There is reason to fear that he 
is not finding it easy to follow a rational and consistent policy. in refer. 
ence to Afghanistan. Since the Liberal Ministry have decided upon q 

licy of retirement from that country, it should be at. once carried out in a 
isinterested manner. But this will not be the case if,as has been done 
Abdur Rahman is offered the Ameership of a divided Afghanistan. The 
Sirdar would never have refused the offer of the British Government had 


-it been quite a disinterested one on their part. No one who possesses 


an independent spirit would accept the terms of an arrangement which 
left that Government in possession: of Candahar and of other privileges, 

As a solution of the Cabul Tot ee ory then refers to the 
+h m= roposal* made by him in a former issue of th 
the oth Jans 1800, vagrtee ee Prakash, to the effect that a Durbar should 
be held in Cabul of all the leading Chiefs, and they should be asked ‘to select 
an Ameer. The new Ameer should be assisted by the British Government with 
troops until he is firmly seated on his throne. When that time has arrived, 
the British army should return to India. This would bea straightforward 
course for the Marquis of Ripon to follow. Similarly, he should not hesitate 
to repeal the Press Act and the.Arms Act. Another point which deserves 
attention from His Excellency is the treatment which the natives of the 
country are entitled to receive at the hands of Government in the matter of 
appointments to the public service. A school of self-interested politicians 
deny the right of the children of the soil to be appointed to high offices under 
Government ; and their injurious views are also carried out in practice, After 
much discussion, however, one high appointment has been conferred upon 
a native; but even in this Government has not acted with sincerity. Baboo 
Brajendra Kumar Seal, although he has been appointed as an Additional 

Judge, does not possess any real powers. 
6. The same paper, in another article, regards it as amusing enough 
Abdus Riiene that, while Abdur Rahman is not willing to accept 
the Ameership, the British Government persists 
in thrusting it upon him. Government, in the matter of Afghanistan, has 
made a great blunder. It has not been yet able to perceive the true character 
of the Afghans; and its action, with reference to their country, has been 
singularly inconsistent. It has destroyed the authority of the Barakzais, 
and is now asking Abdur Rahman, a protegé of Russia, to become Ameer. 
The Sirdar feels the awkwardness of the position in which Government has 
thus placed him, as is shewn by his irresolution. It is absurd to expect 
that there will be order and peace established in Afghanistan if Abdur 
Rahman be chosen as Ameer. Such a result is impossible, considering that 
the party of Musa Janis strong enough to hold their ground for a long 
time. | : 
“4. The Navavibhdkar, of the 28th June, refers to the difficulty of the | 
pea British Government in Afghanistan, which 
: it can neither let go, nor retain with advant- 
age. The authorities have been by this time well convinced of the futility 
of carrying on the war, not against the Ameer, for Afghanistan 18 n0W 
without an Ameer, but against the people with whom Governmenl, 
however, had had no cause of quarrel. The British Army cannot retire from 
that country without restoring some sort of order, but the task is being 
found almost impossible. Abdur Rahman is not willing to become Ameer 
on the terms offered him by the British Government. Fresh troubles ga!” 
are reported to be breaking out in all directions. The Editor advises 
Government to direct the return of its army from Cabul, and leave the 
people to settle their own affairs. It is idle to assert. that this could 10 


AA 


be done until some sort of order had been established in that country; for, 
a3 a matter of fact, the presence of the British army has not done anything 
to maintain order therein. ‘The invaders are not sufficiently powerful for this 
purpose. They are powerless beyond the range of their encampments. A 
speedy return would rather facilitate the work of settlement, which would 
he rendered difficult by the presence of the hated invaders. 

8, The same paper remarks that the address of the Mahomedan 
Literary Suciety to Lord Lytton, and his reply 
thereto, possess many characteristics in com- 
mon. Both the members of the Society and 
Lord Lytton have complimented each other on merits to which neither 
can lay claim. It was not strange that Moulvi Abdul Luteef, whose enthusi- 
asm was only natural after his recent success in obtaining the title of 
Nawab, should be anxious to present the late Viceroy with an address; but it 
is difficult to see why the other members of the Society. have made them- 
~ gelves the laughing-stock of the public. | 
9, The same paper discusses in an article the arguments adduced by 
a writer in a recent issue of the Pall Mall 
Gazette against the introduction of represent- 
ative Government into this country, and 
appointing natives to the public service in accordanee with the results ofa 
competitive examination. The Editor dwells on the loyalty of the people 
of India to British rule, and their reasonable aspirations to obtain political 
rights. Government can gratify their wishes without endangering its own 

osition. 3 
10. The Samdlochak, of the 2nd July, advocates the cause of Yakub 
Khan. This Sirdar is the only person who 
— is now able to restore order in Afghanistan. 
In duplicity and intrigue both Yakub and Abdur Rahman are adepts, but 
the latter is the superior. He is, moreover, a friend of the Russians,—a fact 
which cannot be predicated in respect of the former, Yakub has this great 
advantage in his favor that, although he was in possession of short-lived 
authority, he still enjoys the confidence of the people. Under these circum- 
stances, it is doubtful whether the British Government can wisely overlook 
his claims to the Ameership of Cabul. 


Pustic ADMINISTRATION. 


Mahomedan Literary Society 
wa the address to Lord Lytton. 


The Bengalis and the Pall Mall 
Gazette. 


11. We extract the following observations from an article in the 
apres : Srihatia Prékash, of the 21st June, in — 
ths state of the fine tion, and the Editor exhorts his countrymen to make a 
Se . united effort ‘to secure the repeal of the Assam 
Rates Regulation. They should support the memorial to the Government of 
India, made by the zemindars of Goalpara and Sylhet, and in the event 
of its not proving successful, take steps:to send a -petition to Parliament. 
“Government, indeed, in its anxiety to discover fresh sources of income, 
would seem to have lost its wits and given up all thoughts of securing the 
appiness and prosperity of the people. Even when in extreme need of 
nds, it should not have resorted to any other methods of raising revenue 
fave those which were the simplest and the least oppressive. Yet, at this 
ime of necessity, to promote the interests of the merchants of Manchester, a 
onsiderable amount of revenue was sacrificed by the remission of the 
‘otton duties. While a large income may be easily derived from a slight 
‘thancement of the excise duties, Government prefers imposing oppressive 
€s. The Assam local rates represent the most odious form of taxation, 


they continue to be levied, the people will find it difficult to live in 
be country,” 
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12. Itis remarked by the Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 22nd June 
that the Government of Bengal is at presen; 
The finances of the Bengal GovernD- almost, without any funds. The revenues of 
— the year will not suffice to meet its expense, 
and it is estimated that the deficit will be about thirteen lakhs of rupees, 
Sir Ashley Eden, however, is not much to blame for this increased expend}. 
ture; the responsibility lies on the Government of India. The terms of 
the arrangement under which the local Governments have for some years 
past been entrusted with the administration of their own finances have been 
recently violated by that Government. The necessities of the Imperial 
Exchequer are now met from the funds at the disposal of the local Gover. 
ments, whose surpluses are appropriated on some pretext or other for 
Imperial purposes. For all these reasons, while the Provincial Exchequer ig 
being drained of wealth, the Government of India does not contribute even 
so much as a cowrie towards the necessary expenses of the local Administra- 
tion. The Government of Bengal does not possess any right to protest against 
the demands of the Supreme Government, and cannot but comply with 
them, although at the risk of laboring under deficits. To meet its own 
expenses, it is obliged to find out means im all directions. And thus it 
is that the Lieutenant Governor is anxious to eke out his resources by 
obtaining slight contributions from the Road Cess, the Municipal and the 
Medical Expenditure Funds. The expenditure on hospitals has been reduced 
by making retrenchments in the scale of diet and medicines supplied to 
the patients. The shears have been equally applied to the charges incurred 
on account of the charitable dispensaries in the mofussil. 

Never perhaps was the financial position of Government worse than at 
the present time, when it finds itself unable to pay for the gratuitous medical 
treatment of the poor. Take again the case of the municipalities which 
are being saddled by Government with increased burdens, while it 1s appro- 
priating to a large extent their incomes. A great portion of the cattle- 
pound fees and the proceeds of ferries is now thus taken by Government, 
which further levies a percentage on all sums which are held in deposit 
in its treasuries on account of the municipalities. Thus, while the income of 
these bodies has considerably decreased, they are im many places required 
to make contributions towards the expenses of schools and charitable di- 
pensaries. Railways are now being constructed from the Road Cess Funds, 
while the repairs and making of other roads, which would be formerly paid 
for by Government, have now been entrusted to the Distriet Committees. 
Thus the people are being subjected to extra and fresh taxation. 


13. The same paper notices, with regret, that the Honorary Magistrates 


in Burd it with 
Bench Magistrates in Burdwan. who, ma urdwan, used formerly to s 


the Joint-Magistrates for the trial of cases, 
have now for some time past been asked to sit with a Native Deputy Magix 


trate. The arrangement, whoever may be responsible: for it, is not satis 
factory, as it tends to frustrate the very object for which these benches have 
been established. It is not Native, but European Magistrates. who-are likely 


to be benefited by the advice and assistance of experienced Native Honorary 
Magistrates. 


14. The same paper complains that its repeated representations regatd- 
The ferry over the Damodar. ing the ferry Over the Damodar below Burdwan 
; have not received any attention frost 
3 The public continue to suffer. In the meantime the rate of t 
levied on goods and passengers has been respectively quadrupled and double 
without any reason being assigned for the step. No correspondmg advantages 


authorities. 


are. offered to the passengers. 


The number of boats plying has not bee 
increased, nor has there been ere 


cted any landing-stage or waiting-shed for 
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their convenience. The enhanced rates have been the catise of much Hard- 
ship to those poor persons who used to earn a few pice by btinging for sale 
to the town vegetables and firewood. The ferries have this yeat been leased 
out at very low terms, and yet, while Government is considerably a ldsér, the 
sssengers are subjected to extta payment and inconvenience. Certainly 
Government should not incur 80 much odium, merely to promote the 
‘nterests of a few auction-purchasers. 

15. A correspondent of the same paper directs the attention of the autho- 342>wax Saxsrvanr, 

lias rities to the utter inefficiency and criminality °°” **” 
keene of the Rayna Police. The thana appears to 

aumber among its population many abandoned and lawless charatters, who are 

frequently committing robberies. The inhabitants are in a state of extreme 

uneasiness, and there is reason to suspect that the police is mixed up with 

many of the dacoities which have recently taken place. 

16. The Bharat Mihir, of the 22nd June, lays before its readers q 8aazsr Mine, 

sketch of the present state of affairs in 7 22+: 1880. 
Afghanistan and of the Indian finances. Both 
‘n connection with the Afghan war and the finances of the Government, 
Lord Lytton has left his successor a legasy of responsibilities and troubles, 
from which the latter can only hope to extricate himself by the exercise 
of calm deliberation and strong will. ‘“ Lord Ripon will have to bring 
to an end the Afghan war, to restore the finantes to their healthy con- 
dition, and to reassure the public mind. But his responsibility does not 
end here; he cannot remain indifferent to the subject of internal improve- 
ments. The Afghan war has led to suspension of all extraordinary public 
works, and it is therefore necessary that they should be again taken in hand. 
It is to be doubted whether any other Governor-General ever landed in India, 
weighted with so many cares and responsibilities; but there would be no 
room for regret, even if Lord Ripon, whose heart enjoys peace under the sha- 
dow of uprightness, and whose moral vision has not yet beéa extinguished 
by a tortuous statesmanship, failed to attain success in all matters.” 

17. The following remarks are extracted from the same paper :—-Now Ba anaz Mrmr. 
that the Commissioner of Dacca is coming to 
Mymensing to hold a Durbar, will he not 
attend to the working of the license-tax in this district? With what ingre-— 
dients Providence created the license-tax we cannot tell ; but if the accounts 
of the hardship it has occasioned were all true, it would appear that an infinite 
amount of misery has been wrought by it. At first, in the Sudder sub-divi- 
sion, the whole amount of the tax assessed was Rs. 20,000. Is it not there- 
fore really surprising that in this sub-division the amount of fines realized 
has been Rs. 15,000? It is said that in not a few cases the sums realized 
from fines have been found to be three times the amount of the tax raised. 

Last year many persons in Netrakond, who were fined, made objections 
on the ground that they had not received any notice, and strange to remark 
nO enquiry was made into this matter. They appealed, but before their 
appeals could be decided, the fines were in many cases réalized. A 
person in Jamalpore was at first assessed at Rs. 500, but subsequently, on 
enquiry having been made, Mr. Donough reduced the amount to Rs. 100, 
but Baboo Kalinath Bose has again raised it to the former figure. Nor 
have such cases been rare in Tangail. Even many, whose earnings are less than 
8.500 a year, have been assessed with the license-tax. In one case, in 
which a person was assessed at Rs. 100, only Rs. 9 was realized by the 
sale of his house. } es 
18. The Pratikér, of the 25th June, gives a summary of the case of  j.,, ost, 200. 
a } Babu Shyamacharan Sanyal versus Babu 
chat, ‘PUtY Magistrate of Rana» QOhandra Sekhar Mookerji, the Deputy Magis- 
trate of Ranaghat, and remarks that, if the 
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Government of Bengal, for whose consideration the papers have been gyp. 
mitted by the High Court, does not pronounce an equitable judgment in the 
matter, it will really become hard for the helpless people of this count 
to live under Her Majesty’s Government with honor and safety. A searc), 
would reveal the existence of many Deputy Magistrates of Chandra Sekhar, 
stamp. Such men are very fond of authority and flattery, and are quite 
over-powered with joy when they are styled “ Hazur.” It is said that 
Chandra Sekhar Babu will be transferred elsewhere on increased pay. By, 
will Government thus sacrifice justice? The recent acts of the rulers 
however, do not make this after all very improbable. . 3 
19. The Zripurd Vartdvoha, of the 26th June, in an article on jail 
| reform, asks Government (1) to allow the 
Teil reform. risoners a larger quantity of food than that 
which is given at present; (9) to provide for their education ; and (3) to 
protect them from the oppressions of the warders. __ 
90. The Sddhdrant, of the 27th June, is thankful to Government fo, 
CRE its exertions in the matter of reforming the 
eben. character of juvenile offenders. The work of 
the Reformatory School has been well conducted, and has led to good results, 
The Editor asks Government to extend to the other prisoners the same treat- 
ment that is enjoyed by the pupils of the Reformatory School, and dwells on 
the great importance of segregating the convicts in the jails. 
21. The Som Prokdsh, of the 28th June, dwells on the injurious 
ws » ais weeaiaesaiaiel consequences which are likely to follow from 
vernmeny ang ere the recent action of Government in reference 
to municipalities. The Imperial Government having exerted considerable 
pressure on the local Government for funds, the latter in its turn is 
seeking to obtain a share of the incomes of Municipalities and District 
Committees. If this state of things were to continue, the municipalities 
in the country would soon lose their independence, as well as usefulness. 
(See paragraph 12.] 
22. The Sahachar, of the 28th June, strongly protests against the 


aes action of the authorities of the Post Office in 
re ere dispensing with the services of no less than 
one hundred clerks. New hands have been entertained in the Money Order 
Office, but almost none of these old men have been taken on. Here, as else- 


where, the interests of a number of low-paid officers have been sacrificed 
for the benefit of an Englishman drawing a high salary. 


23. The same paper, in commenting on the address presented by the 


é Mahomedan Literary Society to Lord Lytton, 
eer makes observations similar to those noticed 2 
paragraph 8. 
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